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country was politically united. Thus, while culturally and geographically the
people of the country have been conscious of their Indian identity since
ancient times, the awareness of their political identity as a nation grew only
after the establishment of the British empire in India when they became familiar
with the western idea of nationalism,

£ RISE OF NATIONALISM
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Narayana Guru, Mrs. Annie Besant and Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan were the
major reformers who tried to eradicate social evils like sati, child marriage
and VS from the society. They also tried to uplift the status of
women in society. They wanted to build a modern society. They began to
form their own associations and institutions.

Traders and businessmen opened modern mills and factories. Indians
started their own schools. They held meetings to attract the attention of
the rulers to their problems and needs. Everybody wanted freedom from
oppressive British rule.

FOUNDATION OF INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

In 1885, Allan Octavian Hume (A.0. Hume), a retired civil servant, with the
help of educated Indians, founded the Indian National Congress. The fir
session was held in Bombay under the Presidentship of Sh. W.C. Bonnerjee,
The session was attended by 72 delegates. The Congress soon spread all ove,
the country and it became the voice of the entire nation.
Congress in its annual session demanded that Indians be allowed to Manage
their own affairs. The most important leader of the Congress in early days
A.O. Hume were Dadabhai Naoroji, S.N. Bonnerjee, G. Subramaniya Aiyyer, Gopa|
Krishna Gokhale and Badruddin Tayabji. Their main goal was to win Swaraj or self rule,

Till 1905, the leadership of the Congress remained in the hands of men who were moderate in
their attitude. Moderates believed in methods of patience and persuasion.

But the peaceful methods did not help in solving the problems of the people. Thus strong action

was needed. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai and others were against
moderate attitude.
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Dadabhai Naoroji  Gopal Krishna Gokhale Lala Lajpat Rai Bal Gangadhar Tilak Bipin Chandra Pal

Tilak tried to draw the common people and the youth of the country into the struggle for
freedom. He wrote against the British Raj in his paper Kesari.

Tilak declared “Freedom is my birthright and I will have it.” A number of young people joined this

group. They were called extremists. Extremists(felt that strong action was needed to make the
British understand their problems and desires to be fre? %/V

Policy of Divide and Rule
s the years passed, the Congress gained strength and the people from all walks of [ife supported
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: created 3 5€ y n the British. They used the Divide and Rule policy to weaken the
A [ndians and freedom movement. They planned to divide Bengal in two parts on the basis
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”m}tﬁqd and Muslim population) East Bengal for the Muslims and West Bengal for the Hindus.
of ™ e in 1905, The partition of Bengal was announced.

heref

s swadf-‘Shi Movement . -2

he protests against the partition were accompanied by the boycott of British goods. It meant
g goods ma(?e in India only.. It was called Swadeshi Movement.)The students in Bengal took
Jctive part in this moveme.n't. British clothes were burnt in heaps. The rulers warned the people of
oxtreme measures. The B'r1t1sh could not face this movement. They had to abolish the partition
ond Bengal was reunited in 1911.

Jadeshi and boycott changed the tone of the national movement. Women also took part in a
big way- They organised processions and asked people not to buy foreign goods.

The Revolutionaries

peaceful agitations and boycotts did not affect the
British rulers. Meeting force with force became a
popular way among the youths to gain quick freedom. |
Such people were called revolutionaﬁes.Qwo young®
boys Prafulla Chaki and Khudi Ram Bose fired at a |
British officer) Khudi Ram Bose, only 15 years old, was

arresteq and hanged. Chandrashekhar Azad was a great ERETT—— o
revolutionary.

Some people started working from other countries for the freedom of
India. Madam Cama went to Geneva, and published a newspaper called
Vande Mataram. The people from Punjab who had settled in America
formed the Gadar Party to help the revolutionaries in India. Narendra
Nath Chattopadhayaya in Berlin, Raja Mahendra Pratap and Maulana
Barkatullah went to Kabul to guide the freedom movement. Lala Hardayal
led the movement in San Francisco, U.S.A.

The British rulers took some steps to appeasing the Indians. They did not
give up their policy of divide and rule. They allowed some Indians to join
the government. They made religion the basis of electing representatives,

which the people opposed.

\:va) War T broke out in 1914. Many Indians helped the government in the

Indr: They thought that the British would feel obliged and grant freedom to

enf]a' But this did not happen. The government made strict laws and

iy orced them very harshly. Y QO
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retur:elj' Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi or [Mahatma Gandhi a lawyer

Indiane ato India after a long stay in South ‘Africa. There he helped the g
nd showed them a new way of fighting injustice.\He believed that

there iS al
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EJXERCISES.

A. Multiple chojce questions (MCQs).
Choose the correct option from the following :
1. Which of the following were the social reformers of India, who fought against sat
System and child marriage ?
(a) Raja Ram Mohan Roy

(b) Dayanand Saraswati
(¢) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
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B.

, Who founded the Indian National Congress ?

(@) Gopal Krishna Gokhale (b) Mrs. Annie Besant

. (d) W.C. Bonergee
] Wwhat was the main goal of Indian National Congress ?

(a) [ndustrial revolution Wf Swaraj or self rule

(d) Extreme wealth
4 Ttwas written by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, against the British Raj.

Allan Octavian Hume

(€) Green revolution

(gKesari (b) Daily Tabloid
(0) HT (d) Hindu paper

5. Who had published a newspaper called Vande Mataram in Geneva ?
(a) Mahatma Gandhi (b) Bhagat Singh
(€) Subhash Chandra Bose ) Madam Cama

Very short answer type questions.
1. Where did(.the first session of Indian National Congress held ? M Bbmba}er :
2. Who were&he extremists 2 L St JDL‘?’F i U.}—‘Q\O

3. What was the Swadeshi Movement ?
4. Who was Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi ?
5 Name the two young boys who fired at a British Officer.

Short answer type questions.
1. What was the ‘divide and rule policy’ of the British ?

2. Why was the swad‘eshi r'novemer.\t starte.d ? * ohild ma o’d’l‘ e omd
3. What were(the social evils of Indian society ?W L Satt /

caxte S '
4. What were

the demands of congress in the early years ?3 : .
5. D1stmguishtbetween the moderates and extremists. Werl g Swaxd

Fill in the blanks. ox /se,% MC-

1. The Indian National Congress was formed in ﬂo I

2. The partition of Bengal was abolishedin [A]|

3. Gopal Krishna Gokhale was a : C

4. The first session of Congress was held in QOYY\g)Qa e

5. M@Wﬁﬂ;@krted the Kesarl.

6. The first President of Indian National Congress was w,o Ce ﬂO‘h’vago&
7. Boycott of foreign goods was started during ,&uﬁdoém movemet

8. Dadabhai Naoroji declared that &Uﬂ.rmé ~_isour goal.

Name any three.

L. Freedom fighters 2. Extremist leaders

O : ) . .
Social reformers 4 Prominent revolutionaries



F. Correctly match List | with List I1.

List I

(1) Madam Cama
(i1) Lala Harday:
(iii) Raja Mahendra Pratay
(iv) Chandra Shekhar Azac
(v) A.O. Hume

List 11
1) Kabul
b) A Civil Servant

¢) Geneva

1) America

') Revolutionary

High Order Thinking Skills Hots |

1. “India is world famous for its unity in diversity.” Explain the statement
by giving suitable examples.

2. What is the need of Independence ? Is it necessary ?
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